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The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) was established in 1998 by Act 
No. 11 of 1994 as the successor to the 
Natural Resources Energy & Science 
Authority of Sri Lanka (NARESA) 
established in 1981 and the National 
Science Council set up in 1968. The 
NSF, the nation’s premier funding

The NSF celebrated its Golden Jubilee on 04th October, 2018 

at the BMICH, HE the President being the Chief Guest 

Special issue

organization and the driving force in 
promoting Science, Technology and 
Innovation for social and economic 
prosperity of Sri Lanka, celebrated 
50 years of dedicated service to the 
country this year. His Excellency 
Maithripala Sirisena, the President 
of Sri Lanka graced the occasion 
as the Chief Guest. Minister of 
Science, Technology, Research, Skills 
Development & Vocational Training 
and Kandyan Heritage, Hon. Dr Sarath 
Amunugama, together with his Deputy 
and State Ministers and the Minister

of Posts, Postal Services and Muslim 
Religious Affairs, Hon. A.H.M. 
Haleem, former Ministers of Science, 
Technology & Research, Hon. 
(Prof.) Tissa Vitarana and Hon. 
Susil Premajayantha participated 
in this grand celebration.  Secretary 
to the President, Mr Udaya. R. 
Seneviratne, Secretary to the Ministry 
Mrs Wasantha Perera, past NSF 
Chairpersons, Directors General, 
past and present NSF staff members, 
scientists and  other distinguished guests 
participated in this historic event.

His Excellency the President being escorted to the Golden Jubilee Ceremony 
by Hon. Dr Sarath Amunugama, Minister of Science, Technology, Research, 

Skills Development & Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage, 
Prof. Sirimali Fernando, Chairperson/ NSF and Prof. Ananda Jayawardane, 

Director General/ NSF   
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Demonstrating 50 years of dedicated service to the country, the ceremony started with the digital illumination 
of the map of Sri Lanka by nine distinguished invitees

The Chairperson of the NSF, Prof. Sirimali Fernando 
welcomed the gathering. She expressed her gratitude to the 
Chief Guest, HE the President for his presence. She gratefully 
thanked the current and past members of the Management 
who contributed to the success of the NSF during the long 
journey of 50 years.  Prof. Fernando acknowledged and 
appreciated the support extended to the National Science 
Foundation by Hon. Dr Sarath Amunugama, Minister of 
Science, Technology, Research, Skills Development & 
Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage and all previous 
Ministers as well as Mrs Wasantha Perera, the Secretary to 
the Ministry and all past Secretaries.

Prof. Ananda Jayawardane, the Director General mapped 
out the way forward for the NSF beyond 50 years. Prof. 
Jayawardane further stated that the NSF is humbly proud 
of the achievements and inroads made in many directions,  
capacity building, research and development, knowledge 
acquisition & dissemination, technology transfer, 
popularization of science, international collaborations, 
maintaining data repositories, gateway to scientific 
information and implementing pioneering activities to 
harness science and technology for wealth creation.

Prof. Sirimali Fernando, Chairperson/ NSF 
welcoming the gathering

Prof. Ananda Jayawardane, Director General/ NSF 
addressing the gathering
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The members of the NSF Staff, colourfully attired in the 
orange and black NSF colours captivated  the audience with 
a live performance of the NSF song.

Live performance of the NSF song by the Staff of the National Science Foundation

Dr R A Mashelkar delivering the Keynote Address

The Keynote address at this grand ceremony, titled 
“Changing Landscape of Indian Science, Technology and 
Innovation”  was delivered by Dr R.A. Mashelkar, National 
Research Professor and Chairman, National Innovation 
Foundation of India. He is presently also the President of 
the Global Research Alliance, a network of publicly funded 
R & D institutes from Asia-Pacific, Europe and USA with 
over 60,000 scientists.  Dr Mashelkar has been globally 
decorated with some of the highest scientific honors, such 
as FRS, Fellow of the US National Academy of Science & 
also Engineering Fellow of American Academy of Arts & 
Science. He received the Business Week (USA) award of 
‘Stars of Asia’ from George Bush (Sr.), the former President 
of USA. He is the first Asian Scientist to receive this honour. 

The Philatelic Bureau of Sri Lanka issued a special 
commemorative cover with a personalized stamp to honour 
the NSF’s immense contribution to the Science, Technology 
and Innovation sector in the country. The Ministry of 
Posts, Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs and the 
Department of Posts reiterated the valuable contribution 
made by the NSF by issuing the commemorative stamp at 
the anniversary celebrations.
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The ballet on the History of Science produced by Dr Channa 
Wijewardane was another item in the Agenda.  The script of 
the ballet was written by   Mr Bandula Nanayakkarawasam. 
Renaissance Man was the key figure in this unique ballet 
and he cogitated the history of science and finally predicted 
the direction of the ultimate development of science and 
technology in relation to the human being.

Snapshots of the ballet on the History of Science

Hon. M. H. A. Haleem, Minister of Posts, Postal Services 
and Muslim Religious Affairs handing over the 50th 

commemorative cover to HE the President

Hon. M. H. A. Haleem, handing over the cover to Minister 
of Science, Technology, Research, Skills Development & 

Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage, 
Hon. Dr Sarath Amunugama

Cancellation of the postage stamp was carried out and 
handed over to Mr Shantha Kumara Meegama, Director, 
Philatelic Bureau and he in turn handed it over to Hon. 
M. H. A. Haleem, Minister of Posts, Postal Services and 
Muslim Religious Affairs.  Hon. Minister handed over the 
commemorative cover to HE the President.
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The NSF publications, Reflections, NSF 50 years Voyage, 
Souvenir Booklet, special issue of the Journal of the 
National Science Foundation, ‘Vidurava’ and the book on 
‘Natural Resources’ were launched and copies were given 
to the distinguished invitees.

NSF 50 years Voyage

NSF Voyage depicts the journey of 50 years from the 
establishment of the National Science Council in 1968 and 
its evolution to NARESA and the NSF.

It also presents information about past Boards of 
Management and landmark events which contributed to 
the betterment of the Science, Technology & Innovation 
sector and socio-economic development of the country. 
This publication also provided common grounds to share 
memories of some of the past and present employees 
including the first Chief Executive Officer of the National 
Science Council.  The Voyage highlights the important 
role played by the NSF over 50 years in fostering science, 
technology and innovation in Sri Lanka and enhancing the 
global presence of Sri Lanka’s STI landscape. 

It further highlights momentous milestones along the 50 
years journey of the NSF including its physical enhancement 
namely the evolution of the six Scientific Divisions and many 
other improvements which have contributed in furtherance 
of science, technology and innovation in Sri Lanka. 

Vidurava

NSF publishes “Vidurava” Science Magazine as a quarterly 
publication and is distributed free-of-charge among School 
Science Societies, Vidatha Centres, University Science 
Societies, University Science Libraries, Provincial Science 
Coordinators and Zonal Science Directors. The theme of 
the special issue (Volume 35: October - December 2018) 
targeting the NSF 50th anniversary celebration is: “National 
Science Foundation: Taking the country forward through 
science and technology”

This issue contains 
information on the history 
of the NSF, the activities of 
the six Scientific Divisions 
and the Journal Publication 
Unit. Further, it contains 
the success story of a 
dedicated school teacher 
who won the teacher’s 
award at the World Science 
Day 2010, organized by the 
Science Popularization 
Division.  

VIDURAVA
VOLUME 35 OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2018 SPECIAL ISSUE ISSN 1391-0299

THE SCIENCE MAGAZINE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

National Science Foundation
47/5, Maitland Place

Colombo 07

scenario, as well as challenges, 
threats and opportunities 
for nature conservation, are 
also highlighted. The key 
projection of the publication 
is the dissemination of 
information for national 
development.

Launching of the NSF Publications

Natural Resources of Sri Lanka: 
Conditions, Trends and Prospects

The publication focuses mainly on the current conditions 
and status of Sri Lanka’s natural resources, especially in 
relation to factors affecting the resources in the context of 
their sustainable utilization for economic and development 
activities. The projections for the future development

Reflections

“Reflections” – the colourful Coffee Table book mainly 
focuses on the  NSF Journey of Discovery and Innovation by 
highlighting the achievements of the NSF funded Grants. It 
also highlights the Awards and Accolades received by the 
NSF for Scientific Excellence.
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The NSF, identified the need to recognize and honour 
eminent scientists who have made outstanding 
contributions to Sri Lanka, in the fields of science and 
technology by presenting once-in-a-Lifetime Awards at 
the Golden Jubilee celebrations. Accordingly, nominations 
were invited from Faculties of recognized Universities, 
Institutions/ Organizations/ Professional Bodies, through 
open paper advertisements in all three languages. The  
eligible applications were screened and comprehensively 
evaluated by a Panel of Judges including  representatives  
from the private sector appointed 
by the NSF. Considering the overall 
contribution made by the Nominees to 
the Science, Technology and Innovation 
sector in Sri Lanka, two winners were 
selected for the NSF Lifetime Awards. 
Accordingly, Emeritus Professor 
Vidya Jyothi CB Dissanayake from 
the University of Peradeniya and 
Emeritus Professor Vidya Nidhi MAKL 
Dissanayake from the National Institute 
of Fundamental Studies were honoured  
by HE the President on this occasion. 

Professor Vidya Jyothi C B Dissanayake receiving the 
Lifetime Award

Professor Vidya Nidhi M A K L Dissanayake receiving the 
Lifetime Award

The Journal of the National Science Foundation of Sri 
Lanka (JNSF) publishes the results of research in Science 
and Technology. The journal is released four times a year, 
in March, June, September and December. A Special issue 
with 20 articles and the Editorial titled “Dissemination 
of S & T Findings” was launched targeting the NSF 50th 

anniversary celebrations. Full text of the journal can be 
accessed through the Sri Lanka Journals online (SLJOL) 
website http://jnsfsl.
sljol.info.

The JNSF provides 
immediate open 
access to its content 
on the principle that 
making research 
freely available 
to the public 
supports a greater 
global exchange of 
knowledge. The JNSF 
is the only Journal in 
Sri Lanka, indexed in 
the Science Citation 
Index Expanded 
(Impact Factor for 2017 - 0.307).

Presentation of Lifetime Awards

ADVERTISERS’ SUPPLEMENT
T H U R S D A Y  0 4 ,  2 0 1 8

Souvenir Booklet

The Souvenir Booklet includes messages of HE the President, 
the Hon. Prime Minister, the Hon. Minister, Dr Sarath 
Amunugama, the Hon. State 
Minister, Mr Lakshman 
Senawiratne, the Deputy 
Minister, Mr Karunarathna 
Paranawithana, the Secretary, 
Mrs Wasantha Perera, the 
Chairperson and Director 
General of the NSF. The 
booklet also includes a 
summary of the NSF Golden 
Jubilee Celebration events 
and descriptions on the 
Keynote speaker and the two NSF Lifetime award winners.

Special issue of the Journal of the 
National Science Foundation



7

The Goldern Jubilee Celebrations were concluded with the 
vote of thanks proposed by Dr Thamara F. Dias, Additional 
Director of the NSF. She acknowledged the services of all 
the Staff since the inception of the institution and also the 
stakeholders who helped the NSF to deliver its services to 
the nation during the five decades. Her speech ended by 
thanking all the Staff and external associates who directly 
and indirectly engaged in helping in many ways to organize 
the golden jubilee celebrations and make the event a success.

The Board of Management of the National Science Foundation. From left to right (standing) 
Dr Gotabhaya Ranasinghe, Dr T A R J Gunasekera, Eng. Jayavilal Meegoda, Prof. Vasanthy Arasaratnam, 

Prof. Thakshala Seresinhe, Mr H C D L Silva, Prof. Manjula Vithanapathirana, Prof. Upul Dissanayake
seated : Prof. Ananda Jayawardane, Prof. Sirimali Fernando

Dr Thamara F. Dias, Additional Director/ NSF 
delivering vote of thanks
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