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	Main objectives:       To honour eminent scientists/engineers with excellent research achievements/significant contribution to the National development to conduct research addressing the National needs of the country/ enhancement of science. 
Specific objectives:  To encourage eminent senior scientists/ engineers to conduct research through appropriate incentive schemes
Corporate Plan Reference: 1.1.3.2
Objective:                   To support postdoctoral/equivalent research locally



	Rationale : 

To utilize the knowledge, experience and expertise of the eminent scientists/ engineers for the national development needs of the country.

Enhance the research conducted in the country to the international level through publishing research outputs in International indexed journals.



	Programme consideration : 

· This program provides financial support to eminent Scientists / Engineers with postgraduate or equivalent qualifications as determined by the Board of Management, to carry out fulltime research up to 3 years.

· These grants are disbursed in all fields of Science & Technology after comprehensive evaluation by a panel of experts appointed by the NSF.
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	Programme guidelines :

· Applications for Research Fellowships will be entertained throughout the year.
· Application forms can be obtained from the NSF or could be downloaded from the NSF web site (www.nsf.ac.lk). The duly completed applications in triplicate should be sent to the Director General, National Science Foundation either by registered post or delivered by hand. 

· Applicants must be citizens of Sri Lanka and should be registered with the STMIS database at the NSF.

· Applications are considered only for individual projects and Applicants should be engaged in the proposed research, full time up to a maximum of three years. 
· Research should be conducted in Sri Lanka within the stipulated time period. 

· Applicants should have evidence of excellent research achievements/significant contribution to national development. 

· Applicants who choose a host institution other than the institution to which they are affiliated at the time of application would be given high scores in rating.

· Applicants should possess PhD or equivalent qualifications as determined by the Board of Management.

· Applicants should have strong recommendations from two Referees.

· The relevant Scientific Officer who coordinates the Research Fellowship scheme checks for conformity with the NSF criteria. 
· The proposals of eligible applicants are sent to two independent Reviewers for evaluation.

· Those applicants that meet the criteria are requested to present their proposed research project to a panel of experts nominated by the NSF.
· The panel gives the recommendations to the Board based on the presentation and the discussion that follows.  The Board decides the monthly stipend of the Fellow based on his/ her experience and achievements in research.

· A Contractual Agreement will be signed by the Research Fellow, the NSF, and Host Institution.
· The annual research expenses will be transferred, to the Institution where the Fellow is carrying out the research after signing the agreement.

· The Fellow receives the monthly stipend from the NSF, once he/she signs a voucher and submit to NSF at the end of each month.
· The Fellow is expected to submit half-yearly Progress Reports along with Financial Statement by the Bursar/Accountant. The Reviewer nominated by the NSF will evaluate the reports.

· The Fellow should submit the Final Report according to the NSF format within 3 months from the end of the grant period.

· The Reviewer nominated by the NSF evaluates the Final Report.

· Based on the evaluation report and the presentation made by the Fellow, the expert panel makes the recommendations and accordingly the NSF accepts/requests to revise the Final Report.
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	Outputs: 

·  Address national issues/ enhancement of science. 
· Human resource development in basic and applied sciences.

· Publication of research findings in local and international journals.

· Dissemination of important research findings through public fora, news paper articles, seminars, workshops etc.



	Target groups /Beneficiaries

Eminent Researchers


	Possible Collaborators/Partners 

None



	Remarks 

· Only one Fellowship will be given to one Researcher for the lifetime.

· Nationally/ currently important areas to be addressed under the research.
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