
SCOPE

The Journal of the National Science Foundation of  Sri 

Lanka publishes the results of research in all aspects of 

Science and Technology. It is open for the publication of 

Research Articles, Short Communications, Research Notes,  

Reviews/Short Reviews, Feature Articles, General Articles, 

Correspondence, Research News, Opinions, Book Reviews 

and Commentaries and Notes.

Research Articles: Articles are full length papers 

presenting complete descriptions of original research 

or technological achievements. They should contain an  

Abstract, Introduction, Methods and Materials, Results 

and Discussion and should be prepared according to the 

guidelines for the preparation of manuscripts (not exceeding 

6000 words).

Short Communications: Should contain important findings 

in a specific area of limited scope that are worthy of 

dissemination among the scientific community. The article 

should consist of keywords, an abstract, a brief introduction, 

an outline of the methodology, main results and conclusions 

and limit itself to key references and up to 3 tables/figures. 

They should not carry subheadings (up to 2000 words). 

Reviews/Short Reviews: Reviews are critical presentations 

on selected fields of  Science or Technology and should be 

well focused and organized and avoid general “textbook” 

style. (not exceeding 8000 words). Short Reviews will 

focus on a narrow, selectively specialized topic of shorter 

length than a Review Article (not exceeding 4000 words). 

The policy of the Journal is to invite review articles on 

current topics. However, if a person wishes to submit a 

Review Article he/she should obtain prior approval from 

the Editorial Board, having submitted a concise summary 

of the intended article, along with a list of the author’s 

recent publications in the related area.

Feature Articles: Should be on a topic of current interest 

with major significance that would be of interest to readers 

outside the field (not exceeding 2500 words).

General Articles: These include interdisciplinary topics, 

science policy and science administration, some aspects 

of the application  of  science and technology to human 

needs or the impact of science and technology on society/
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eco systems/life. The articles should include an abstract, 

introductory paragraph, brief subheads at appropriate 

places, illustrations that will help a general reader and 

references (not exceeding 5000 words).

Research Notes: The Research Note is intended to rapidly 

communicate important new findings. It should briefly report 

on the author’s research in progress or recently completed 

research and should feature work that has not been published 

elsewhere. It may be written with appropriate paragraphing, 

without headlines. Total of 5 key references and 1 table or 

graph may be included (not exceeding 1000 words). 

Correspondence:  Correspondence regarding one or more 

articles in a recent issue of the Journal including Letters to 

the Editor will be considered. Publication will be made at 

the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief (not exceeding 1500 

words).

Research News/News: Articles are intended to inform 

non-specialists about recently published advances or 

important findings. Authors should also send a copy of 

the papers on which the articles are based. It could cover 

important scientific events or any other news of interest 

to scientists in general. Highlights/technical contents of 

conference/symposia/meetings etc., conveying to readers 

the significance of important advances are also considered 

(not exceeding 2000 words).

Opinions:  Articles  present  views on issues related 

to Science and Scientific activity (not exceeding 1000 

words).

Book Reviews: Reviews of books of scientific nature will 

be considered.  Such reviews should not be comprehensive 

and convey some information about the subject of the book 

(not exceeding 2000 words).

Commentaries and Notes: Inform readers about 

interesting aspects of personalities or institutions of science 

or about the philosophy of science, watershed events in the 

history/development of science; preferably related to Sri 

Lanka. Photographs can be included. Appreciations and 

obituaries are also included in this section (not exceeding 

2000 words).
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SCOPE 

The Journal of the National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka publishes the results of research in all aspects of 
Science and Technology. It is open for the publication of Research Articles, Reviews, Research Communications 
and Correspondence.

Research Articles: Research Articles are full length papers presenting complete descriptions of original 
research or technological achievements. They should contain an Abstract, Introduction, Methodology, Results 
and Discussion and should be prepared according to the guidelines for the preparation of manuscripts. Maximum 
number of words 10,000 including figures, tables and references*.

Reviews: Reviews are critical presentations on selected fields of Science or Technology and should be well 
focused and organized and avoid general “textbook” style.  A person wishing to submit a Review Article should 
obtain prior approval from the Editorial Board, having submitted a concise summary of the intended article, 
along with a list of the author’s recent publications in the related area. Maximum number of words 12,000 
including figures, tables and references*.

Research Communications: Research Communications are intended to communicate important new findings 
in a specific area of limited scope that are worthy of dissemination among the scientific community. The article 
should consist of keywords, an abstract, a brief introduction, an outline of the methodology, main results and 
conclusions. Maximum number of words 3,500 including figures, tables and references*.

Correspondence: Correspondence regarding one or more articles in a recent issue of the Journal including 
Letters to the Editor, articles covering important scientific events or any other news of interest to scientists, 
reviews of books of scientific nature, articles presenting views on issues related to science and scientific activity 
will be considered. Publication will be made at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. Maximum number of 
words 1,500 including figures, tables and references*.

* Each table and figure will be considered as 400 words


